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Exercising Faith 
 
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? 
Can faith save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you 
says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their 
bodily needs, what is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. But 
someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith apart from 
your works, and I by my works will show you my faith.   James 2:14-18 
 
During the last year, I have preached several sermons that have dealt with the nature of 
redemption. As Protestant Christians, we often speak of salvation being by grace alone 
through faith alone. In other words, you cannot do anything to win God’s favor. The good 
news (the Gospel) is that we don’t have to earn God’s love; God already loves us! To  
experience that love is to experience the grace God offers us in Jesus Christ. 
 
But the Apostle James is part of a church community that has gotten so secure in the 
grace of God that the people no longer believe they need to express their faith through 
action. For Christians like that, James has a hard word: faith without works is dead—it 
isn’t doing anybody any good. Faith needs exercise. 
 
Sometimes Presbyterians are thought of as the great doers. We are a hard-working people 
who have embodied the “Protestant work ethic” and Trinity is no different. I am deeply 
grateful for the many wonderful volunteers that make our education, music, and mission 
programs possible. All of them are people who are expressing their faith in Christ by 
working for the Kingdom. 
 
As wonderful as each of our volunteers is, we need more if we are to continue to be a 
healthy and vibrant church that strengthens our members and attracts new members. This 
fall, the elders are leading an initiative to help every member find a place of service  
within the many ministries that Trinity offers. This is exciting because it means our  
expanding church family needs your help to be our best. There are committees that could 
use your input. There are mission projects that would benefit from a few of your hours 
every now and again. The church school and livestream teams are always looking for 
helpers. The Property and Building committee would be happy to have volunteers. The 
choirs are ever ready to welcome folks to help them make joyful music to the Lord. Your 
volunteering will be a joy for you and a blessing for all of us. It will be putting your faith 
into action . 
 
Our love for God and our faith in Jesus Christ is expressed—exercised—by being put  
into action. As we gear up for another year full of hope and promise, I am asking you to 
pray about where your faith is leading you. Take a step of faith and ask God every day in 
your prayers, “Lord, how do you want me to serve at Trinity this year?” Let your works 
show your faith and watch as your exercising faith grows. If we will each so pray and 
serve, we’ll have every reason to keep… 
 
Hoping Big, Greg 
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News & Notes  
 

In Memoriam: 
 

 Elizabeth Syvonne Forkin   
United with Trinity: September, 1966 
Returned to our Lord: July 16, 2023 

 
 Ruth G. Kain-Palmer 

United with Trinity: April 5, 1981 
Returned to our Lord: August 20, 2023 

 
We express our sympathies to Bill and Karen Kain and the Kain and  

Marcelli families, at the loss of Bill’s mother, Ruth Kain-Palmer.  
Prayers for the family at this time.  

Session Update 
 

At its stated meetings in June and July the Session: 
• Approved June 5th and July 21st  member counts of 651 and 618*. 
• Learned of the upcoming Youth Mission Trip to WV. 
• Approved facility rental/use requests: The Cub Scouts for an award program, a member 

hosted speaking event, Cherry Hill Township parking lot use for Music Under the Stars, 
and a non-profit theater fundraising event.   

• Voted to appropriate $10,950 to clean and paint the steeple. 
• Recognized Rev. Sarah Craven on her 10-year ministry anniversary. 
• Discussed and approved Rev. Gregory Faulkner’s 2024 sabbatical plan. 
• Heard the APNC’s (Associate Pastor Nominating Committee) progress report. 
• Voted to accept a directed gift to purchase an outdoor bench or picnic table. 
• Reviewed the May and June financial statements. 
• Prayed for our members, friends, and the world. 
• *The membership Committee annually updates the member list, removing those who have 

moved or are not contactable.  
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Children’s Ministries would like to thank all the volunteers who helped with childcare this summer. By  
offering your time during Sunday worship, we were able to provide childcare for nursery through  
kindergarten age children for the entire summer.  
 

We are looking forward to kicking off our program year with the annual Pancake Breakfast, Sunday,  
September 10th! Children should come to the community room for pancakes and games with your church 
community and friends. We are looking forward to kicking off our programs in September! Please see  
the reminder below about Sunday School Programs that we run each week.  
 

1st Sunday of Every Month: Mission Sunday 
Each Mission Sunday, grade school-age children will meet for a joint lesson and activity. They will be taught 
a Bible story or lesson that will focus on service. The lesson will be followed by a mission-related activity 
such as making cards for shut-ins or sandwiches for Cathedral Kitchen, or joining in a mission activity being 
run by the Mission Committee. 

 
2nd Sunday of Every Month: Family Church 
Pastor Sarah will lead families in worship in the Community Room in a relaxed, casual atmosphere that will 
allow families to grow their faith together. Parents and extended families are welcome! (Come to the  
Community Room by 9:30am and plan on staying with your child(ren) for the service). Children of all ages 
are welcome!  
 

3rd Sunday of Every Month: Church School  
All children will participate in a traditional church school lesson in their respective classrooms. 

 

4th Sunday: Let’s Worship Together 
Grade school children will attend worship in the sanctuary with their parents. This is an important step in their 
journey to becoming members of Trinity and will allow for interaction among the generations. In the future, 
these 4th Sunday worship services may sometimes include a brief children-oriented component, such as a 
“Children’s Message” or children leading a reading, song or prayer.  
 
Anyone interested in helping or volunteering with our Church School as a teacher or helper would be greatly 
appreciated. Please reach out to Liz Nieradka enieradka@verizon.net or Linda Craven lscraven77@aol.com 
with your availability. Thank you!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Children’s Ministry 
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Deacon’s School Supplies Drive Continues!  
A collection bins are located in Fellowship Hall and donations can also be made on 

Mission Thursdays.  Thank you for your support! 
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Care ‘n Share  
 

Care ‘n Share is reopening on Tuesday, September 
12th. Our hours are 10am-1pm on Tuesdays,  
Thursdays & the first Saturday of the month. 
 
Your donations of clean, useable clothing & house 
wares may be dropped off during those hours and also 
on Sundays following the 9:30 a.m. worship service.  
 
We will also have a table at Rally Day on September 
17th. Consider being a volunteer at Care ‘n Share!  
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Deacons 
Come check out Deacon mission work on Mission Sunday, October 1. 
Through the Assistance and Outreach Committee, Deacons are the hands and feet 
of the body of Christ as we seek to help our local community.  By running a series 
of church-wide drives throughout the year, the Board of Deacons supports those in 
need and the organizations working to help. 
 
Visit the Deacons table on Rally Day and Mission Sunday to see how YOUR  
support helps Trinity Presbyterian Church be at work in our community. 
 
 

Mission and Outreach 
CROP Hunger Walks are community-based walk 
fundraising events held across the United States, created to 
support the global mission of Church World Service, a faith
-based organization transforming communities around the 
globe through just and sustainable responses to hunger,  
poverty, displacement and disaster.  
 

After a CROP Hunger Walk ends, 25% of the funds raised will be returned to the host community to support 
local hunger fighting efforts. Join Trinity members and friends on Sunday, October 8th, for a 5K easy walk  
beginning in Challenge Park on Borden Mill Road. Not a walker? You can pledge to sponsor one of our youth 
members. Find the information table on Sept 24th & Oct 1st or on Rally Day. 
 

Mission Sunday—October 1st after service in Fellowship Hall. Come learn about the many Trinity  
mission programs. Did you know: 
 
• Care & Share (our thrift shop) has donated over $551,000 to local charities since 1976? 
• Trinity has been sharing a bit of sunshine (food, games,  crafts, and winter coats) with the underprivileged 

residents of R&M Boarding Home for over 20 years? 
• Mission Thursday collections began in April of 2020 collecting over 37,500 sandwiches for Cathedral 

Kitchen in Camden and over 19,000 pounds of food/household items for the Cherry Hill Food Pantry? 
• Presbyterian Women (PW) is all about mission. The 2022 PW Directory listed 19 local missions our  
      women are involved in supporting? 
 
This is just a small sample of Trinity’s mission activities. Visit the Mission and Outreach table on Rally 
Day and again on October 1st to learn more. We are always looking for new ideas, We are always looking for 
new faces to join our committee. See you soon.   
 
 

MISSION THURSDAY CONTINUES   
 

The Mission & Outreach Committee has decided to continue Mission Thursday through the fall. Cathedral 
Kitchen has expressed their gratitude many times for our congregation’s tremendous support.  

 

The dates for Mission Thursday are:  
September 7th & September 21st. 

 
Thank you for your support!  

 
 

https://cwsglobal.org/


12 

 

From the Desk of the PW Moderator... 
 

To all of the Sisters of Christ at Trinity, 
 
As we come together again at the start of a new program year, I want to 
welcome you all to participate in our programs for the coming year. The 
theme for this year is inclusion. I want everyone to know they are  
welcome to join PW in any capacity they choose, whether that be through 
joining a circle, forming a new circle, or attending events only. I really 
want to see us expand. I want everyone to know us as an encouraging,  
inviting organization. Trinity’s Vision and Values includes the following 
statement: “… we respond by offering our time, talents, and treasure as a 
dynamic sacrifice in gratitude to the loving and caring God.” What better 
way to demonstrate this than through active membership and participation 
in Trinity’s PW and, more specifically, through participation in a small 
group circle. The ministries served by our circles are many and our  
contributions are quite significant and quite amazing, in my humble opinion.  
 
We do A LOT of good, both for our local ministries as well as national and foreign ministries as well. Our 
Bible studies help us pull even closer to God as we read and discuss the word at our meetings. Please join 
us in our mission to break through traditional barriers as we welcome any interested individuals into our 
PW family as we work together to demonstrate the love of God through our actions and words. 
 
I hope you will consider attending a PW Gathering and/or joining a Circle this year. Please stop by the PW 
Table at RALLY DAY on September 17th for more information.  
 

Here are some upcoming events we are planning: 
 
 
FALL GATHERING - Please WATCH Work & Worship, the PW Bulletin Board, and 
the scrolling “banner” on the Trinity website and live stream for more information  
regarding the Fall Gathering. 
 
 
NEW YORK CITY BUSY TRIP - We are very excited to 

have the New York City Bus Trip back on our schedule for the first time since 
2019! It is on October 18th. The cost is $40 which covers the bus transportation 
and from NYC only. Sign ups started in August during Coffee Hour and will  
continue through September 17th You can also sign up by emailing Carolyn  
Kramer at: carolynhkramer@comcast.net. 
 
 
With our wonderful PW Coordinating Team, we will be able to strengthen our Faith and come together for 
meaningful learning, worship, respite, and mission in Jesus’ name. We are here to help and serve you. 
Please feel free to reach out to me (jerseyjenny13@gmail.com). 
 
 

Keeping you all in our prayers, 
 
Jenny Foley 
 
 

mailto:carolynhkramer@comcast.net
mailto:jerseyjenny13@gmail.com
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Property and Building 
Let’s be Mindful of Waste Together! 
Did you know, the waste dumpster costs the church $350 each time it is  
emptied?  P&B calls for pickup when the dumpster is full so that we don’t get 
charged for a less-than-full dumpster (same price).  
  
We appreciate all our hard-working plot keepers! To help keep the cost down, we 
ask that you please dump weeds and sticks in the back of the Witherspoon  
Building where leaves are out. Branches should be bundled and put at the curb for 
pickup (4 ft long bundles max).  This will help not fill the dumpster as often. 
  
In addition, cardboard should be broken down and put in the recycle bins. And of course, to help control  
costs - please do not put yard waste (or personal trash from home) in the dumpster. We appreciate your help 
with this! 

 

Fellowship Group 

Fellowship Group is an informal and friendly group that meets monthly at 
members’ homes to share a meal and Bible study. Normally we meet on 
Sunday afternoons. Men. Women. Couples. Singles. Kids. We are open to 
everyone. Give us a try. For more information contact Jenny Stark at  
609-680-6090 or jenny.lou.stark@gmail.com. Details of our September 
meeting will be in Work and Worship. 

mailto:jenny.lou.stark@gmail.com


15 

 

 

Look a What’s Happening  
at Trinity this Fall! 

 
Deacon’s School Supply Drive 

Continues! 
 

Mission Thursday:  September 7th & 21st 
 

Church School Pancake Breakfast: September 10th 
 

Adult Ed Forum for Families:  

Understanding and Managing Tech Dependence 
September 10th, 11am - 12:30pm 

 

Care ‘n Share Opens: September 12th 
 

Rally Day: September 17th 
Picnic, Backpack Blessing, and Book Smiles Drive 

 

Music Programs Start: September 20th 
 

Mission Sunday: October 1st 
 

CROP WALK: October 8th 
 

Deacon’s Blood Drive: October 2nd 
2pm-7pm 

 

PW NYC BUS TRIP: October 18th 
 

Fall Festival of Thanksgiving:  
November 5th 
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